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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



3. Claims 1-8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hou et al. (US 5,325,421 ) in view of Kaplan (US 6,396,906). 

Regarding claim 1, Hou discloses a telecommunication system (column 1, lines 
10-11), (which reads on "a voice directed communications system platform") 
comprising: 

a first (column 12, line 33 "the calling party") and second terminal (S1 on FIG. 1); 

a switch (CO 225 on FIG. 1) having a detector (Controller 45 on FIG. 1) and a 
processor (Host Processor 5 on FIG. 1 ); 

a memory (Voice Message System 300 on FIG. 1 ) for storing at least one 
message (column 12, line 35 "a voice message") originating from the first terminal and 
destined for the second terminal, the at least one message being associated with a 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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specific signal (column 12, line 33 "the called subscriber number") generated by the first 
terminal (column 12, lines 24-40) [The caller calls a subscriber and leaves a voice 
message for the subscriber at the voice message system 300]; 

the second terminal comprising: a generator (column 12, line 49 "places a call to 
system 100 for an outgoing call") for generating the specific signal to be sent to the 
switch, the specific signal indicating that a user (column 12, line 49 "the new 
subscriber") of the second terminal is interested in the at least one message (column 
12, line 59 "voice messages") associated with the specific signal, wherein in response to 
detecting the specific signal, the processor of the switch automatically orders the 
memory to generate and send the at least one message to the second terminal (column 
12, lines 49-68) [The subscriber calls the system for an outgoing call and the processor 
determines if there is a message to play back for the subscriber and the processor 
automatically presented the status of the voice message system for the number of the 
messages]. 

Hou disclose the calling party leaving a message from the called subscriber but 
fails to disclose the at least one message being associated with a specific signal 
generated by the first terminal. 

However, Kaplan teaches the at least one message (column 3, line 61 "leaves a 
message") being associated with a specific signal (column 3, line 62 "specified phone 
number") generated by the first terminal (column 3, lines 61-67) [The caller leaves a 
message with a specified phone number for the message recipient to call]. 
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It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modified Hou using the memory 206 as taught by Kaplan. 

This modification of the invention enables the system of Hou to have a memory 
for the phone number so that the subscriber would dial the phone number left by the 
caller. 

Regarding claims 2 and 6, Kaplan teaches wherein the specific signal comprises 
a destination signal defining a destination of the first terminal or comprises a predefined 
specific code (column 4, lines 1-13). 

Regarding claims 3 and 7, Hou discloses wherein the first terminal comprises: 
a further generator for generating an indication signal to be sent to the switch and 
identifying at least one message originating from a user of the first terminal being a 
specific message, the switch further comprising a detector for detecting the indication 
signal (column 12, lines 49-68). 

Regarding claims 4 and 8, Hou discloses wherein the indication signal 
comprises at least a predefined indication code or a destination signal defining a 
destination of the second terminal (column 12, lines 24-40). 
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Regarding claim 5, Hou discloses a switch for use in a telecommunication 
(column 1, lines 10-11), (which reads on "a voice directed communications system 
platform") comprising: 

a memory (300 on FIG. 1 ) for storing at least one message (column 12, line 35 "a 
voice message") originating from a first terminal (column 12, line 32 "the calling party") 
and destined for a second terminal (S1 on FIG. 1), the at least one message being 
associated with a specific signal (column 12, line 33 "the called subscriber number") 
generated by the first terminal (column 12, lines 24-40) [The caller calls a subscriber 
and leaves a voice message for the subscriber at the voice message system 300]; 

a detector (25 on FIG. 1) for detecting the specific signal originating (column 12, 
line 49 "places a call") from the second terminal, specific signal indicating that a user of 
the second terminal (column 12, line 49 "the new subscriber") in interested in the at 
least one message associated with the specific signal, and wherein in response to 
detecting the specific signal, the processor (Host Processor 5 on FIG.1) of the switch 
(100 on FIG. 1 ) automatically orders the memory to generate and send the at least one 
specific message to the second terminal (column 12, lines 49-68) [The subscriber calls 
the system for an outgoing call and the processor determines if there is a message for 
the subscriber and the processor automatically presented the status of the voice 
message system]. 

Hou disclose the calling party leaving a message from the called subscriber but 
fails to disclose the at least one message being associated with a specific signal 
generated by the first terminal. 
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However, Kaplan teaches the at least one message (column 3, line 61 "leaves a 
message") being associated with a specific signal (column 3, line 62 "specified phone 
number") generated by the first terminal (column 3, lines 61-67) [The caller leaves a 
message with a specified phone number for the message recipient to call]. 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modified Hou using the memory 206 as taught by Kaplan. 

This modification of the invention enables the system of Hou to have a memory 
for the phone number so that the subscriber would dial the phone number left by the 
caller. 

Regarding claim 10, Hou discloses a method for use in a telecommunication 
system (column 1, lines 10-11), (which reads on "a voice directed communications 
system platform") comprising: 

storing at least one message (column 12, line 35 "a voice message") originating 
from a first terminal (column 12, line 32 "the calling party") and destined for a second 
terminal (S1 on FIG. 1) in a memory (column 12, lines 24-40) [The caller calls a 
subscriber and leaves a voice message for the subscriber at the voice message system 
300]; 

generating the specific signal (column 12, line 49 "places a call") to be sent from 
the second terminal (S2 on FIG. 1) to a switch (10 on FIG. 1), wherein the specific 
signal indicates that a user of the second terminal is interested in the at least one 
message associated with the specific signal (column 4, lines 1-13) [The message 
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recipient dialed the telephone answering system for the message left by the caller and 
for any particular message the instruction synthesizer informed the message recipient]; 

detecting, by a switch (10 on FIG. 1), the specific signal (column 12, lines 49-68) 
[The subscriber calls the system for an outgoing call and the processor 5 transmits the 
subscriber's telephone number]; and 

ordering, automatically in response to detecting the specific signal, the memory 
to generate the at least one specific message to be sent to the second terminal (column 
12, lines 49-68) [The subscriber calls the system 100 for an outgoing call and the 
processor 5 determines if there is a message for the subscriber and the processor 5 
automatically presented the status of the voice message system], 

Hou disclose the calling party leaving a message from the called subscriber but 
fails to disclose the at least one message being associated with a specific signal 
generated by the first terminal. 

However, Kaplan teaches the at least one message (column 3, line 61 "leaves a 
message") being associated with a specific signal (column 3, line 62 "specified phone 
number") generated by the first terminal (column 3, lines 61-67) [The caller leaves a 
message with a specified phone number for the message recipient to call]. 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modified Hou using the memory 206 as taught by Kaplan. 

This modification of the invention enables the system of Hou to have a memory 
for the phone number so that the subscriber would dial the phone number left by the 
caller. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8 and 10 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0981 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (703) 305-4895. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

GERALD GAUTHIER 
MTENT EXAMINER 

g.g- FAN TSANG 

May 1 9, 2004 SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAWHNER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 




